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defend the interests of the United States according to the law; to ensure public safety against threats foreign
and domestic; to provide federal leadership in preventing and controlling crime; to seek just punishment for
those guilty of unlawful behavior; and to ensure fair and impartial administration of justice for all Americans.
From 2001 to 2009, the Department has fulfilled that mission and advanced the interests of justice and the rights
of the American people. Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, the Department made combating
terrorism its top priority. This shift required a significant revision to the Department s structures, policies and
procedures and a substantial investment of resources. Most significant were the creation of a separate National
Security Division and the FBI s efforts to transform itself from primarily a law enforcement agency into a law
enforcement and domestic intelligence agency. In 2006 the Department set up the National Security Division, a
new component tasked with leading the Department s efforts to combat terrorism. As part of that
reorganization, the Department launched an extensive effort to prosecute threats to national security as soon
as the law, evidence and circumstances permitted. In addition, between Fiscal Year 2001 and FY 2008, the FBI s
budget roughly doubled, allowing for large increases in the number of intelligence analysts and language
analysts, and increasing the use of special initiatives such as Joint Terrorism Task Forces. As a result of these
efforts, numerous domestic and international terrorist plots were disrupted and many of the people involved
were prosecuted and sent to prison, including Richard Reid (the shoe bomber ),...
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