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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . CONCLUSION Before the fall of Santiago the promotion of
officers especially commended to the War Department and the consequent overslaughing of others was
inaugurated. At the battle of San Juan the commanders of the First and Tenth U. S. Cavalry, whose services
dated respectively from 1861 and 1862, were under the orders of a young man who entered the army in 1886,
and at the beginning of the war was an assistant surgeon with the rank of captain. Upon the close of the
campaign and the return of the troops to the United States, it seemed as if everybody who could be made a
brigadier-general was. For those who were not deemed worthy of such promotion, or some other, the only
hope of reward lay in the brevet appointments which the War Department was preparing to recommend to the
President. A brevet commission does not confer any rank nor carry any pay with it. A brevet is practically an
empty title. The recommendations were made, but could not be acted on because they required the approval of
the Senate, and that methodical body would not delay its adjournment long enough to consider them. For the
soldiers, one immediate effect of the declaration of peace was a twenty per cent, reduction of their pay, which
had been increased in that proportion for the war. A simultaneous hardship which they felt perhaps as much as
this one, but which fortunately proved to be but temporary,...
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