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Walker. 1 Paperback(s), 2006. soft. Book Condition: New. Squeezing two founding classics of Western literature
into one lively cartoon re-telling, Marcia Williams gives readers 7 to 12 a hilarious introduction to Homer. In The
lliad we find the story of the war between Greeks and Trojans, the love between Helen and Paris, Achilles and
Hector's deadly combat, and the Trojan Horse, while The Odyssey depicts the perilous voyage home of the
Greek warrior Odysseus and his struggles against the one-eyed Cyclops, the terrible Sirens, and the dreadful six-
headed Scylla. Williams packs the comic details into her ink and watercolor panels, providing a running
synopsis in the captions, while the characters themselves offer their own often-puckish perspective in voice
balloons."Williams manages to distill a complex and multilayered saga into a logical sequence of cause and
effect. From the discord created by the golden apple, through the Trojan War and the voyages of Odysseus,
each major event is succinctly captured on one or two pages and bordered by an intricate frame. A plethora of
details can be examined in each cell, which contains dialogue between gods and mortals as well as plenty of
action. Noble and ignoble alike are caricatured, blood and gore flow freely, and witty and witless epithets are
hurled about. Although the vocabulary is challenging, the format will appeal to reluctant readers."School
Library Journal 36.
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