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Major Public Importance of the Mount Hood Area in the Mount Hood National Forest and the Principles Which
Should Govern Its Management My Dear Senator: The administration of the national forests is one of the
important functions of the Department of Agriculture. Timber production and stream-flow protection were and
still are the primary objectives of national forest management, but the rapidly changing order of our national
life has emphasized other social and economic needs which can, in large measure, be met by the national
forests without undue impairment or diminution of their major services. One of these needs is that of continued
and adequate opportunity to study and enjoy the relatively unmodified manifestations of natural phenomena;
to indulge in a wide variety of outdoor activities of an educational, inspirational, and recreational character.
Within the boundaries of the national forests there are, inevitably, many areas rich in scenic, geological,
biological, and recreational interest. These, as a rule, are integrally related to the national forests of which they
are parts, to a degree which renders their segregation and separate administration of doubtful practicability
and economy. Maximum effectiveness of management and economy of public funds will, in the majority of
such cases, be secured by continuing such areas as parts of the national forests, applying to them the special
principles of management and development under which their unique qualities and values will be conserved
and made publicly available in proper coordination with the use and management of the contiguous areas....
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