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history of a benevolent association is to tell a story of men banded together for the common good of mankind;
of a gathering of workers who agree to lay aside a portion of their daily earnings to help those of their
associates who may be in need or want; to tell of a society formed for the purpose of making a practical
demonstration of the teachings of the Golden Rule. Surely this is reading which ought to interest all thinkers, all
who enjoy the broad, generous things in life, and all who believe in the cultivation of the finer traits in human
nature. There have been benevolent associations from time immemorial, formed by all classes and kinds of
workers - artisans, mechanics, tradesmen and professional men - the basic principle actuating all these
organizations being the same in every case the formation of fund, by individual taxation, to give substantial aid
to a fellow member in case of illness and practical assistance of a like nature to his widow, heirs, or next of kin,
in event of his death. There may have been some variation of detail in effecting this result, with different
organizations, but fundamentally this was the foundation upon which all of these associations have been
established, and what noble charities they have been; how simple, direct and human in their purpose; and how
worthy of the success which has nearly always attended every movement of this kind! But what class of workers
- and may we not call them workers, since their labors call for skill, judgment, endurance and courage, qualities
looked for in...
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