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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: .are limited to the neighbourhood of the lateral branch, becoming
normal at a greater distance from it. The puzzling structure of Lyginodendron anomalum, which is only known
as a fragment of calcified wood from the volcanic ash of Arran, was correctly interpreted by Williamson, who
says (l.e., p. 352): These cell-masses are in fact huge medullary rays of a most extraordinary form. No stem,
however, has hitherto been known, presenting the same peculiarity in so extreme a degree. Mr Seward, who
observed a somewhat similar enlargement of the rays near the outgoing leaf-trace, in the stem named by him
Lyginodendron robustum, made the following suggestion: Such a comparison suggests the probability that the
shorter and broader medullary rays and the more irregular course of the tracheides may not represent the
normal character of the stem from which the Arran fragment was obtained, but that these appearances mav
be the result of some disturbing influence in the secondary wood. In the specimen of Pitys primteva just
described, we have a striking confirmation of Mr Seward s suggestion. Under the disturbing influence of the
presence of a lateral branch, the wood of this plant assumes the same peculiar structure which characterises
the Arran fragment, while elsewhere retaining the ordinary organisation. In other respects, and notably in the
pitting of the tracheides, there is a close, though not an absolutely exact agreement between the wood of Pitys
primasva and that of the Arran fossil, which is of similar Lower...
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