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totally inadequate to combat the effects of my morbid
imagination, and I am sensible I am dying, a wasted victim to
an imaginary disease. The medical gentleman listened with
anxiety to his patient s statement, and for the present
judiciously avoiding any contradiction of the sick man s
preconceived fancy, contented himself with more minute
inquiry into the nature of the apparition with which he
conceived himself haunted, and into the history of the mode by
which so singular a disease had made itself master of his
imagination, secured, as it seemed, by strong powers of the
understanding, against an attack so irregular. The sick person
replied by stating that its advances were gradual, and at first
not of a terrible or even disagreeable character. To illustrate
this, he gave the following account of the progress of his
disease: -- My visions, he said, commenced...
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