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the enemy were busy stockading this breach till the 20th, when
a storm was attempted. This attempt cost the British 3 officers
and 53 men killed, 15 officers and 477 men wounded. On this
occasion it was intended to pass the wet ditch by portable
bridges. The notable expedient had been adopted of sending
three native troopers to ascertain the width of the ditch. They
gallopped to the edge, pretending to desert, viewed it, and
reported it to be 28 feet wide. The bridges naturally turned out
to be much too short and, the water being 8 feet deep, the
stormers were helplessly massacred on the counterscarp. On
the 4th February, a month after the begining of the siege, a
parallel was at last opened. On the 6th, the camp was shifted;
partly for sanitary reasons, partly because it was now intended
to make...
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