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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The objective of the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) as amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(SARA) is to reduce and eliminate threats to human health and the environment posed by uncontrolled
hazardous waste sites. To meet this objective, CERCLA created: a hazardous waste site response program; and
a comprehensive liability scheme that authorizes the government to hold persons who caused or contributed to
the release of hazardous substances liable for the cost or performance of cleanups. CERCLA provides EPA with
three basic options for cleaning up a hazardous waste site: Under CERCLA Sections 104 and 107, EPA can
perform a response action at the site using Superfund money and recover response costs from potentially
responsible parties (PRPs). Under CERCLA Section 106, EPA can order, or ask a court to order, PRPs to clean up
the site. Under CERCLA Section 122, EPA can enter into settlement agreements with PRPs that require PRPs to
clean up the site or reimburse the United States for cleanup under CERCLA Section 107.A PRP search seeks to
establish evidence of liability by identifying PRPs and associating their waste type and volume with that found
at the site. EPA identifies PRPs and collects evidence by collecting site documents, performing title searches,
sending Section 104(e) information request letters, reviewing documents, conducting interviews, and
performing research. The information gathered during a PRP search should enable EPA to assess the nature of
the party s potential liability at the site. The PRP search should gather information about a party=s potential
defenses (e.g., third party defense, divisibility) or exemptions (e.g., municipal solid waste, Superfund Recycling
Equity Act). In addition, the PRP search should...
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