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illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . . . 15 and elementary individual No. 16 show similar tendencies. In the case of the
more rapid readers whose averages approximate from 1. 5 to 2 words per pause there is in evidence a distinct
tendency to fixate the longer words and to fixate these but once. This does not imply that no short words are
fixated. Quite a number are, as a matter of fact. However, other things being equal, the short word is much
more likely to escape fixation than the long. This is particularly true of the short word which combines readily
with others to form units of perception. The words thus omitted may belong to almost any class, the most
common being pronouns, prepositions, short adjectives, and auxiliary verbs. C. COMPARISON OF GROUPS One
of the main purposes of the present investigation was to characterize the reading process of individuals at
various stages of development. Accordingly, the individuals who served as subjects varied greatly in age and
accomplishment, ranging all the way from second-grade pupils to college students and professors. There are,
to begin with, three well-defined groups, namely, adults, high-school students, and elementary pupils. The last
two may be conveniently subdivided for purposes of comparison. The high-school group represents four
distinct subgroups, one for each of the four classes. Similarly, the elementary group subdivides itself readily
into six classes, one for each of the grades from the second to the seventh inclusive. Table VI gives the totals for
these groups and subgroups,...
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