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language: English, abstract: New Zealand The Wonder Country
that is the title of Margaret McClures book published in
Auckland 2004. In her book McClure describes the fascinating
landmarks and tourist sites of New Zealand. In contrast to that
Lee Tamahori designs a rather sober picture of New Zealand
and its aboriginal citizens decendants respectively, the Maori,
with his film adaption of Allan Duffs Once were warriors .
Already in 1990 Duffs novel was traded as highly controversial
and bestselling. Tamahoris adaption of this novel won more
than 15 international film awards. The seven-man family is
about to collapse since the father Jake The Muss Heke is
alcohol addicted and once again lost his job at the beginning
of the movie. Since eighteen years he constantly beats up his
wife Beth Heke when he is drunk. Although the two youngest
children seem to be untouched...
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